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Message from the Chairman

Welcome to the first
edition of
Council newsletter, THE
PATRIOT READERhe plan
is to publish our newsletter
quarterly. The purpose of this
publication is to keep our
Council members informedof
Vet erands
County and to provide a me-
dia source for you to share
happenings in your organiza-
tion.
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The Veterans Coun-
cil has had a very exciting
and busy period of the past
several months with many of

SJC VSO 4

Veteran: Then & Now 4

our members engaged in vari-

ous local activities.

On Sept 24th, our
annual
was again held at the Elks
Lodge and was highly suc-
cessful
fed, provided a large selec-
tion of clothing, furnished a
hot shower and haircut. Our
| ocal
nel were on hand to give flu

Premiere Issue shots as well as register Vet-
erands in the
Your comments welcome quired.

On Nov. 6, your Vet-

Veterans Links erands Counci

with Florida Veterans Pro-
grams & Projects, Inc
( FVPPI) presented the docu-

our

even

Vet eran

Many

Vet erano

War-St ol en TFheee g
film featured
WW I, Korea, and Vietnam. It
was an outstanding event by
any standard and will long be
remembered as one of the
premier events honoring our
deserving Veterans.

Nov. 10 and Nov. 11
were both dedicated to hon-
oring our
Johns County. The 3annual seph Balskus as our keynote
Veterans Day Sunset Celebra- speaker. General Balskus re-
tion at Veterans Park in St. marks brought home the mes-
Johns was a huge success with sage that all Veterans can re-
local schools providing patri-  late to as they left home to go
otic music and BGEN Joseph and serve their country.
Balskus our keynote speaker. On Dec. 21, Allied
Lots of great music and free  Veterans of America will
food was available to the again be sponsoring a shop-
nearly 300 hundred who at- ping trip at our local Wal
tended. The next day at Fran- Mart store for underprivi-
cis Field in St. Augustine, our' deged kids. We need Veteran
community turned out to volunteers to help provide
honor our WW Il veterans adult supervision and assist
along with all veterans who the children as they shop for
attended. This years event ) rChristmas. If you or someone
was probably one of the best  from your family can assist,
ever with re-enactors from please be on hand at 1:30 PM
the Men of Menendez and the at Wal Mart.

1740 Spanish Garrison An- | encourage all Vet-
cient City Fife and Drum eran Council member organi-
Corps An added never to be peations to submit articles or
forgotten highlight was the information you would like
story of our local hero, Mario  to see communicated and
shared to our newsletter edi-
tor, Mr. Michael Rothfeld.
ltds a great
information about our re-
spective organizations.

Patruno riding a horse
across the paraddfield as his
1 sstory was told by our emcee, Col.
Howard McGillin.
W e were again
Vet e praviedged to have BGEN. Jo-

way

Bill Dudley, Chairman
Veterans Council of St. Johns Co.
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\Veterans Corner

SGM Daniel Blackman,
U.S. Army Reserves (ret.
who is assistant state dir
tor in Florida of Bugles
Across America, a-hon
profit organization that ar
ranges for volunteer bu-
glers to perform "Taps"
the funerals of all military
veterans.

Chase Rescorla Scholarship

The Chase Rescorla Scholarship SHIP PRESENTATION GALA vides an opportunity for fun, com-
Fund pays for awarded student'sThe 2012 CHASE RESCORLA radery and
college or tradeschool tuition as SCHOLARSHIP FUND award special recognition of our awar
well as books and other needed edurecipients will be recognized for recipients and the wonderful co
cational tools. We are proud of its their achievements at the annus tributors

many Success Stories. In the timepresentation dinner to be held a who make a difference in our lives.
since CRSFO6s estthaeb | IS$ h meAu g u $ ni Please join me for this momento
2005, more than $30,000 in scholar-#829, 1420 A1A South, occasion,

ships have been awarded to top peren Saturday, March 24th @ 2012 Keynote Speaker

forming high school graduates that6:00pm. Following the Reception, Ret. Brigadier General
were seeking to continue their edu-our Dinner & Scholarship Holsey Moorman

cation. Presentations

will be featured beginning at www.ChaseRescorlaFund.org
MARCH 24TH, 2012 SCHOLAR-  7:00pm. The Annual Dinner pro-

Thursday February 16, 2012

To Arms! Four & A Half From the soldiers of Me- moments through vi-
Centuries of Military His- nendez and the Fort Most gnettes.

tory in St. Augustine militia to the Revolution- o
ary, Seminole and Civil Program is hosted by St.

From its very beginnings, Wars, and finally to the Augustine 456h Military
St. Augustine has had amodernday National Commemoration Com-
military presence. The Guard, 450 years of mili- mittee (St. Johns County
town has been shaped b¥ary history is covered in Veterans Counci).

wars, pattles, and mllltgry 100 minutes. Soldier e
campaigns for centuries.

(more information to follow)
enactors recreate historit
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Phase 1B Completion Ceremony, Nov. 12, 2011, Jacksonville National Ceremony

Medical Service Corps community shares with its milite fense Appropriations Subcommit-
Director and Commander, Navy populationthose who are cur- tee, was instrumental in securing
Medicine Support Command Re rently serving, and those who h funding for the Jacksonville Na-
Adm. Eleanor Valentinand NASs er ved. 6 tional Cemetery as a prior membe ™
Jacksonville Capt. Jeffrey Macl: The 52@&cre national  of the Military Construction and
joined nearly 100 invited guests cemetery is designed to serve \ Veterans Affairs Appropriations
the Jacksonville National Cemeer ans ® needs f Subcommittee. 2 n
Veterans Day Ceremony and P and with the completion of the Capt. Maclay explained
One Completion Celebration Ncf aci | i t y 6 whicR h a that the NAS Jacksonville Honor
12. included a new entrance with a Support Team performs its duty ai

Valentin said the oppor wall, new roadways named in Jacksonville National Cemetery,
tunity to participate in the cere- honor of local military installa- well as other cemeteries in north-
mony served to reaffirm the strc tions, a memaorial walkway, a fl: east Florida and southeast Georgia.

ties the significant military popu assembly area and additonalc0 Each t eam member is trained
tion boasts wi mitalshelters and interment ar flag bearer, rifleman and flag
largest geographic population. -the Jacksonville National Cemf ol der . 6 Wh at

0The <city «terywilserve the approximatek ters to mourners at burial cer¢
and surrounding communities h 189,000 veterans in the northeini es, 6 sai d M
always had a wonderful relation ern Florida/southeastern Georg Valentin oversees operations=
ship, 6 she sai areas. » NMSC to provide a single poi==
of infrastructure improvements U.S. Rep. Ander accountability for education, t
designed to honor the Sailors, Crenshaw, a Jacksonville nativiing and public health resource ===
Soldiers, Airmen, Marines and along with U.S. Rep. Corrine  Sailors and Marines.
Coast Guardsmen who served 1t Brown also attended the event. This event was hosted by
country further demonstrates th Crenshaw, a member of the De Ray Quinn.
strong connection the Jacksonv

Veterans Legislation Update

ByLedyard King education under the Gl bill. It al breaks and sent the revised version
Tallahassee Democrat requires those leaving the milite back to the House, where it passed
Washington Bureau to take classes to help them me 4220 Wednesday.

November 17, 2011 the transition to civilian life, alig

state licensing requirements for Veterans have had an especi
WASHINGTON Thousands of technical jobs with the skills ser tough time finding work after

veterans struggling to find work vice members learned in the mi leaving the military. The latesi
across the nation will have a betigfy, and monitors the perform- government data shows unern
chance to land a job under a meg#ce of retraining programsin ment amongr & Gi Remember OQur

ure the House unanimously passfigcing veterans in appropriate Veterans at 11.7 percent, com VETE RANS

Wednesday. The bill, whichthe j o bs. o6 Today s paredto9.1 percent for the er

Senate passed earlier, now heagisifor st st ep, ¢ M country.
President Barack Obamaforsigffouse Vet erans ‘ l | I I I l ’

ing. ONo vet er aee, sahfer the@dted Hetpror Miller, whose Panhandle distr
our country should have tofightj sed t o ©c hamp Nome tomore than 100,000 v

for a job when wtl®WtheGimunep Whempans., said the
Obama said in a statement aftentBerans are out of the unemplc COMMittee has used those same
vote. ment lines and on the path to s funding sources in the past to ex-
cess. 6 pand other veterans benefits.
The measure will provide tax
breaks to companies that hire vak a Congress divided by partis.
erans. Itincludes a provision aurancor, helping veterans is a ca
thored by Rep. Jeff Miller, R supported by both parties. The
Chumuckla, that temporarily ex-House overwhelmingly passed
tends unempl oyey |Vyetrgrsams§ |e
bility for additional training and to the Senate, which added the

Veterans groups say they support
the bill despite how it would be
financed, because jobs are so im-
portant to their members. As many
as 1 million veterans are estirgateg

to be unemployed. ent 1t

as

mat

rs



The Veterans Council of St. Johns County

welcomes article submissions from all County oeCoung,
. . . i @A
Yeterans organizations. Articles should be of f—?%s}d %
interest to all, veterans related and 200 words g :\i
or less. Submissions may be edited &/or %p; et @5
“ans €O

shortened. Send to:
mrothfeld@anyveteran.org

Veterans Council of St. Johns County,
Helping All Veterans

The Veterans Council of St. Johns County, Inc. is a Not
For Profit Florida Corporation.

Our formation date was July 4, 2001 in a proclamation issued
by the St. Johns County Commissioners. It is composed of rep-
resentatives of the various veterans' organizations within St.
Johns County.

The Veteran's Council will work with city and county govern-
ments and other local organizations to achieve the mutual goal
to provide a central agency to assist in the coordination and
presentation of matters concerning veterans and veterans ac-
tivities in St. Johns County.

The Veteran's Council will endeavor to precipitate, stimulate
and assist various organizations as they perform patriotic
events. One of the major purposes as is the promotion and
education of national patriotic matters.

The St. Johns County Veterans Council meets the last
Thursday of the month at 7 pm at the Elks Lodge, 1420 A1A
So., St. Augustine.

Veterans Park, St. Johns

Important Online Veterans Links:

WWW.FloridaVeteransFoundation.org

WWW.FloridaVets.org

WWW.myflorida.com/agency/49/

Veterans Service Office
1955 US 1 South, Suite 550
St. Augustine, FL 32086

(physical location)
The VSO Office is located in the St. Johns County Health and
Human Services complex, behind the VA Clinic.

The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily,
Monday through Friday excluding holidays.

Service is by appointment.
Phone: 904-209-6160 Fax: 904-209-6161
Joe McDermott, CVSO

WWW.maketheconnection.net

Then and

The picture

$1nd Phu Bai

Phu Bai when | was with |
the 2d Battalion, %Tom Crawford, :

Marines. Later | wagy;
transferred to the Co&blreCtor of St
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